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evil-minded is itself an act of favour extended to them
for their own well-being (sl. 47).

Parasara observes that the Lord time and again
incarnates Himself for the protection of all the beings
taking such forms as celestials, mortals and even animals
although He Himself is birthless. An important feature
of the Lord's incarnations is that His consort Indira
accompanies Him in all His manifestations assuming
appropriate forms and functions. The Lord's nature and
will and the cause and purpose behind the series of
His manifestations are highly inscrutable. Only the wise
can understand them, while the ignorant consider the
Lord as a mere mortal and speak ill of Him (sl. 48-50).

Parasara ridicules the theory which holds Visnu to
be equal with Brahma and Siva, all forming the trinity
of Gods. If Visnu who is the central figure of the trinity
were to be treated like that, then what purpose would
be served by such activities of the Lord as promoting
the quality of sattva, showering compassion on and coming
to the rescue of those who are in distress? These activities
are the unmistakable signs of the Supremacy of the Lord,
observes our author (sl. 51). Parasara then enters into
a long and eloquent eulogy of the avatara-s (vibhava-s}
the Lord took from time to time to protect the virtuous
and to punish the vile. The avatara-s described are:

Hayagrlva (sl. 52), Hamsa (sl. 53), Vatapatrasayin (sl.
54), Matsya (sl. 60-61). Karma (sl. 62), Varaha (sL 63),
Narasimha (sl. 64-66), Va.ma.na. (sl. 67), Parasurama (sl.
68), Snrama (sl. 69), Krsna (sl. 70-72) and Kalkin (sl.
73). Of these special reference has to be made to
Parasara's attachment to the Gajendravarada-form (which
is not treated canonically as a separate incarnation),
Narasimha and Srikrsna avatara-s. As soon as Lord Visnu
heard the trumpeting of the elephant made in great agony,